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From  the  Editor 

"Let's  Inter  generate" 

1^/" hen  Mindy  Theisman’s  brother  Ben  e-mailed  me  that  his  sister  could 
draw,  I replied,  “Great!  Ask  her  to  send  me  something.” 

I had  become  acquainted  with  the  Theismans  through  a service  project  in 
northern  California  sponsored  by  Intermountain  Yearly  Meeting  and  the  AFSC.  I 
spent  a week  with  the  Theismans  (Ben,  Mindy  and  their  father  Jerry)  toiling  un- 
der the  hot  sun  to  build  homes  for  farm  workers  near  Visalia,  but  I had  no 
inkling  of  Mindy’s  artistic  talents.  Imagine  my  amazement  when  a three-foot 
mailing  tube  arrived  containing  a powerful  image  of  an  elder  Friend,  her  face  up- 
turned towards  the  Light. 

Could  this  beautifully  rendered,  deeply  felt  image  be  the  work  of  a young 
woman  still  in  her  teens?  (See  p.  17  for  Mindy’s  comments  on  this  work.) 

One  thing  was  clear:  this  drawing  belonged  on  the  cover  of  Friends  Bul- 
letin ! 
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What  also  inspired  this  issue  was  the  quiet  wisdom  of  Joan  Johnson’s  talk 
at  Southern  California  Quarterly  Meeting.  According  to  Joan,  what  retirement 
provides  is  the  “gift  of  time” — time  to  slow  down  and  experience  one  self  and 
others  at  a deeper  level.  Time  to  nurture  relationships.  Time  to  do  what  is  really 
important  to  the  soul,  whether  it  be  painting,  gardening,  or  cuddling  a baby. 

One  thing  that  I appreciate  about  elder  Friends  is  their  honesty  and  humor 
as  they  deal  with  the  life’s  hard  realities — illness,  loss  of  loved  ones,  physical 
diminishment,  and  death. 

In  a healthy  spiritual  community,  the  old  as  well  as  the  young  share  their 
insights  and  nurture  one  another.  That’s  why  I was  pleased  to  see  that  Olympia 
Meeting  encourages  its  youth  to  interview  and  write  about  its  elders. 

When  I was  first  attracted  to  Quakerism,  I was  in  awe  of  wise,  old  Friends. 
Just  by  listening,  or  asking  a pertinent  question,  they  helped  me  to  see  my  life 
situation  in  perspective.  Joe  and  Teresina  Havens,  the  founders  of  a retreat  cen- 
ter called  Temenos,  were  my  spiritual  grandparents.  A Princeton  Friend  named 
Herrymon  Maurer  opened  up  my  eyes  to  the  Tao  Teh  Ching,  which  he  translated 
and  annotated  with  references  to  Quakerism,  Hasidim,  and  the  Bible.  All  these 
Friends  were  productive  and  open  to  new  leadings  of  the  Spirit  long  after  their 
retirement. 

When  I came  west  to  begin  life  anew,  elder  Friends  sustained  me  and  my 
work  through  their  prayers,  their  gentle  questioning,  and  their  words  of  encour- 
agement. 
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Phoenix,  AZ  85020 
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One  of  the  tragedies  of  American  society  is  the  way  that  we  compartmental- 
ize and  segregate  people  according  to  age.  How  different  it  was  in  Mexico,  and 
in  my  father’s  little  village  in  Greece,  where  people  of  all  ages  live  and  worship 
and  party  together! 

It  is  my  hope  and  prayer  that  Friends  of  all  ages  can  come  together  and 
share  what  we  know  of  life  and  of  God.  We  need  each  other.  Therefore,  let’s  take 
to  heart  the  words  of  Martin  Cobin  and  “intergenerate.” 
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Finding  the  Spirit  in  Retirement 


The  following  is  a talk  given  during 
at  Southern  California  Quarterly 
Meeting’s  Midwinter  Fellowship, 

1996,  by  Joan  Johnson  of  Orange 
Grove  Meeting 

J.n  speaking  about  the  Spirit  in  the 
retirement  years,  I want  to  qualify 
my  comments  by  saying  that  they 
are  given  at  age  70.  I am  keenly 
aware  that  I might  be  saying 
something  quite  different  if  I were 
speaking  from  age  80  or  beyond.  At 
this  time,  I am  enjoying  vigorous 
good  health,  but  we  all  know,  and 
have  observed,  that  life  can  change 
in  a heartbeat — or  absence  of  a heart 
beat — never  to  be  the  same  again.  None 
of  us  knows  what  lies  ahead,  but  we  will 
most  certainly  experience  a gradual 
lessening  of  vigor  and  energy. 

As  I was  thinking  about  what  I 
wanted  to  share  with  you  today,  I read 
through  the  Queries  and  one  of  them  leapt 
out  at  me:  “Do  we  take  the  time  to 
acknowledge  the  positives?”  That  same 
day  we  received  a letter  from  Alistair 
Heron,  a member  of  British  Yearly 
Meeting.  Some  of  you  know  Alistair 
because  he  traveled  extensively  in  the  late 
1980’s  visiting  Friends’  meetings  in 
Australia,  Canada,  and  the  United  States. 
Currently  at  age  82,  he  finds  that  he  can 
no  longer  tolerate  much  walking  or 


Friends  House  Resident 
Works  on  "Communal  Puzzle" 

^Triends  are  most  in  the  Spirit  when 
they  stand  at  the  crossing  point  of  the 
inward  and  outward  life.  And  it  is  the 
intersection  at  which  we  Hnd  commu- 
nity. Community  is  the  place  where 
the  connections  felt  in  the  heart  make 
themselves  known  in  bonds  between 
people  where  tuggings  and  pullings  of 
these  bonds  keep  opening  up  our 
hearts.” 

— Parker  Palmer,  1977 


standing,  but  he  writes:  “Now  we  are 
feeling  deeply  grateful  for  our  comfort 
and  security,  for  relative  good  health, 
full  family  and  friends,  for  55  years  of 
marries  life  on  three  continents,  full  of 


variety  and  adventure.  The 
challenge  can  no  longer  be  to  ‘do’ 
physically  but  simply  to  ‘be’ — and 
that  positively.”  Fortunately,  he 
finds  that  he  can  drive  long 
distances,  which  permits  him  to 
maintain  warm  community  with 
cherished  Friends  all  throughout 
England. 

What  I most  appreciate  about 
retirement  is  the  gift  of  time  that  we 
are  given.  Every  retired  Quaker  I 
know  is  a busy  involved  person.  I 
have  a busy  schedule,  but  I have 
options  about  how  I choose  to 
schedule  that  time.  During  the  last 
twenty  years  of  my  working  life  I 
had  to  be  up  at  5:30  a.m.  to  get  to  the 
college  and  open  the  child  development 
center  where  I taught.  I loved  the  work 
and  greatly  enjoyed  the  community  I 
experienced  with  the  children  and  with 
my  colleagues,  but  it  was  a hassle  every 
morning  of  those  twenty  years.  Hurried 
and  stressful.  Now  I can  get  up  when  I 
wake  up.  I can  greet  the  day  in  a more 
reflective  mood.  I can  sit  with  a cup  of 
coffee,  read  something  thoughtful,  and 
take  a little  time  to  thank  God  for  the  day. 

Another  blessing  is  the  time  to  take 
good  care  of  relationships  and 
friendships.  I have  time  to  write  or  phone. 
Best  of  all,  I can  arrange  my  schedule  to 
drive  that  extra  distance  to  see  that  special 
friend.  This  kind  of  time  permits  more 
(“Finding  the  Spirit, " continued  on  p.  4) 
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("Finding  the  Spirit,  ” continued  from  page  3) 
opportunities  to  communicate  deep 
thoughts  and  feelings  and  this  increases 
the  possibility  of  experiencing  that  of 
God  in  another  person. 

When  we  have  time  to  cherish  the 
inward  life,  we  are  frequently  led 
outward.  I would  like  to  tell  you  about  the 
avocation  discovered  by  Lowell  Tozer. 
When  he  first  retired,  he  spent  many 


hours  at  the  piano,  probably  nourishing 
his  soul  after  many  years  spent  teaching. 
Then  he  heard  about  a need  and  was  led 
to  act  upon  it.  Now,  three  days  a week, 
Lowell  goes  to  the  nursery  at  the  UCSD 
Medical  Center  to  serve  as  a “cuddler” 
with  the  premature  infants.  He  sits  in  a 
comfortable  chair  and  provides  the 
warm  physical  contact  they  need.  He 
finds  that  he  has  the  gift  to  calm  the 


agitated  and  distressed  preemies — even 
the  crack  babies.  He  rocks  and  talks  to 
them,  cuddling,  feeding,  and  changing 
them.  He  finds  this  interaction  to  be  a 
deeply  spiritual  experience  that  has 
become  a very  significant  part  of  his  life. 
I suspect  that  Lowell  may  be  most  in  the 
Spirit  when  he  sits  cuddling  a newborn  at 
the  crossing  point  of  the  inwards  and 
outward.  □ 


Are  You  Too  Old  to  Move? 


By  Robert  Schutz,  Santa  Rosa 

hen  I suggest  to  my  friends  who 
are  not  yet  at  Friends 
House  that  they  ought  to 
move  in,  I am  usually  met 
by  excuses.  “Oh,  I’m 
happy  where  I am.  I’m  in 
perfectly  good  health. 

Moving  is  abig  job!” 

And  similar  evidences  of 
ossification. 

They  are 

aware  that  we  have  a vi- 
brant community  here. 

They  may  be  on  the  wait- 
ing list.  They  know  about 
the  levels  of  care  avail- 
able, from  independent 
living  to  residential  care 
(assisted  living),  through 
adult  day  care,  right  up  to 
the  best  skilled  nursing 
facility  in  the  country.  They  may  even 
recognized  the  excellent  food,  reason- 
ably priced,  available  if  you  don’t  want 
to  cook,  the  extraordinary  input  into 
running  the  place  that  the  residents 
have,  the  pleasant  surroundings,  the 
many  stimulating  programs,  and  the  op- 
portunities for  friendships  with  famous 
people.  But  they  are  willing  to  throw 
away  the  rest  of  their  lives  in  trade  for  a 
few  short  years  of  perceived  comfort 
(no  more  than  there  is  here),  habit,  or 
not  having  to  move.  After  all,  they 
might  have  to  die  first. 

Sure,  you  might  have  to  die  first. 
And  you  might  have  twenty  more  years. 


If  you  move  in  when  you’re  85,  and  you 
feel  the  twinges  of  arthritis,  sciatica,  and 
Alzheimers,  are  you  going  to  feel  any 
better  than  you  do  right  now?  Will  you  be 


Residents  of  Friends  House  Celebrate 

able  instantly  to  form  the  friendships  that 
will  sustain  you  through  your  declining 
years?  Will  you  feel  good  about  being 
unable  to  contribute  more  to  the  commu- 
nity life  by  holding  office  or  going  to 
groups  on  revelations  or  art  or  autobio- 
graphical writing — or  pricing  goods  for 
Day  on  the  Green?  Would  you  rather 
throw  away  the  rest  of  your  life  because 
you  are  too  lazy  to  move — now? 

Here  are  the  feelings  of  some  of 
those  who  have  taken  the  leap; 

“We  feel  great  about  Friends  House! 
Physically,  it  reduced  our  housekeeping 


routines  by  many  hours — indoors  and 
outdoors.  Thus,  it  lengthened  our  time  for 
rest,  recreation,  and  family  priorities.  Ac- 
cordingly, it  may  have  extended  our  use- 
fulness. 

“Socially,  it  has  ex- 
panded our  circle  of  stimu- 
lating friends  who  have 
helped  us  to  be  alert,  aware 
of  our  times,  our  world,  and 
our  responsibilities.  It  has 
exposed  areas  of  mutual 
aid,  aging  activity,  where 
we  could  do  what  our  health 
allowed. 

“Spiritually,  it  supple- 
mented our  lifelong  min- 
istries in  our  church  by  a 
desirable  change  of  witness. 
Thus,  instead  of  preaching 
and  teaching,  we  have  been 
free  to  live  our  faith  among 
a community  of  like- 
minded,  high-quality  peo- 
ple, with  very  similar  goals  of  usefulness 
and  service.” — Don  and  Elizabeth  Bald- 
win, 1984 — . 

“When  we  first  began  attending 
meetings  of  the  Quaker  board  then  plan- 
ning Friends  House,  well  before  its  open- 
ing, we  knew  this  place  was  going  to  be 
different,  and  two  special  differences  ap- 
peal to  us.  First,  the  Board  decided  to 
make  it  small  in  comparison  with  those 
great  ones  of  the  retirement  home  indus- 
try, a certain  number  of  which  are,  in  fact 
Quaker-sponsored  or  run.  And  our  judge- 
(“Are  You  Too  Old  to  Move?”  continued  on  p.  5) 
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(“Are  You  Too  Old  to  Move?"  cont.  from p.  4) 
ment,  after  nearly  four  years’  residence, 
quotes  Fritz  Schumacher:  “Small  is  beau- 
tiful.”— Paul  Johnson,  1990-95. 


“Because  the 
‘Friends  House 
Dream’  matched  our 
dream  for  retirement 
living,  Dottie  and  I re- 
sponded to  it  with  ex- 
citement. We  attended 
ground-breaking  cere- 
monies, and  ‘snooper- 
vised’  the  construc- 
tion, routinely  making 
Sunday  visits  to  see 
how  it  was  coming 
along.  Although  we 
were  not  able  to  move 
in  when  it  opened,  our  experi- 
ence during  the  past  eight 
years  has  fully  justified  our 
reasons  for  choosing  to  be 
here. 

“We  enjoy  the  privileges 
of  independent  living,  while  at 
the  same  time  having  opportu- 
nity to  participate  as  we  feel 
able  in  a community  of  won- 
derful people.  Through  a vari- 
ety of  offices  in  our  Commu- 
nity Association,  and  through 
a number  of  ad  hoc  roles  I’ve 
found  significant  challenges 
in  working  with  other  resi- 
dents and  staff  on  issues  im- 
portant to  improving  our  life  in  commu- 
nity. 

“A  most  satisfying  feature  of  our 
being  here  has  been  the  availability  of  a 
skilled  nursing  facility  supported  by 
Medicare.  On  two  occasions,  following  a 
stroke  and  later  a broken  hip,  Dottie  has 
been  able  to  be  cared  for  ‘almost  at  home’ 
where  I could  visit  often  and  share  in  her 
care. 

“Being  here  has  been  for  us  a bless- 
ing, the  result  of  having  made  what  we 
feel  now  was  just  the  right  decision.” 
— Frank  Kimper,  1994 — . 

“Only  those  who  live  at  Friends 
House  can  fully  appreciate  what  a liberat- 
ing experience  it  is  to  make  the  transition 
from  the  outside  world  to  this  unique 


retirement  community.  We  leave  com- 
petition behind,  and  no  longer  have  to 
keep  up  with  anyone,  surpass  the  person 
ahead,  or  step  on  the  one  behind. 

“One  of  the  distinctive  features  of 


Meetings  for  Learning  at  Friends  House 


Seniors  Trade  Laughs  at  the  "Day  on  the  Green" 

r ^ 

Friends  House,  a Quaker- 
sponsored  RETIREMENT  COMMU- 
NITY IN  Santa  Rosa,  California, 
offers  one-  and  two-bedroom  garden 
apartments  or  more  spacious  three- 
bedroom,  two-bath  homes  for  inde- 
pendent living.  Immediate  occu- 
pancy may  be  available.  An  assisted- 
living  home,  a skilled  nursing  facility, 
and  adult  day  care  services  are  also 
available  on  campus.  Friends  House 
is  situated  one  hour  north  of  San 
Francisco  with  convenient  access  to 
the  Pacific  coast,  redwood  forests, 
cultural  events,  medical  services,  and 
shopping.  Friends  House,  684  Beni- 
cia Dr,  Santa  Rosa,  CA  95409  (707) 
538-0152. 

Ik,  A 


life  here  is  its  democratic  structure.  The 
residents  voice  their  opinions  through  the 
Residents’  Association,  to  which  all  resi- 
dents belong.  The  House  Council,  elected 
from  the  Association,  meets  twice 
monthly,  with  many 
residents  present,  and 
everything  pertaining 
to  the  health  and  well- 
being of  the  commu- 
nity is  on  the  agenda. 
Two  of  the  Council 
members  are  also  on 
the  FASE  Board, 
which  makes  for  regu- 
lar communication  be- 
tween the  Administra- 
tion and  the  commu- 
nity. 

“Every  resident  par- 
ticipates in  this  demo- 
cratic process.  Even  the  By- 
Laws  by  which  they  are  gov- 
erned were  originally  formu- 
lated by  residents.  Everyone’s 
privacy  is  sacred,  his  or  her  indi- 
viduality unassailable.  How  ac- 
tive one  wants  to  be  in  the  com- 
munity is  one’s  own  decision. 

“Of  this  non-competitive,  shar- 
ing, and  caring  environment,  it 
can  be  said,  borrowing  the 
words  from  the  Statue  of  Lib- 
erty, that  those  who  come 
‘yearning  to  be  free’  can  find 
freedom  here.” — Michael 

Kraike,  1993—. 

I am  waiting  for  you  to  say,  “Get  thee 
behind  me,  Robert  Schutz,  and  push!”  □ 

The  Older  Generation 

by  Fran  Ross,  Claremont  Meeting 

We  are  the  older  generation. 
Veneration?  One  can  hope. 
Separation?  Inevitably. 
Expectation?  For  what? 
Hesitation?  Indubitably. 
Palpitation?  On  occasion. 
Procreation?  No  way. 
Procrastination?  Maybe  later. 
Frustration?  Too  often. 
Irritation?  And  why  not? 

We  are  the  older  generation. 
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Thank  You,  My  Friend 

hy  Tran  Ross,  Claremont  Meeting 


enteel,  polite,  a perfect  hostess 
When  the  occasion  presents  itself; 

Well  groomed,  color  coordinated, 

A joyous  laugh  at  times. 

Alternating  with  a look  of  sheer  confusion. 
Completely  lost. 

"Where  is  your  walker?" 

"I  must  have  left  it  at  the  last  place." 

"Where  was  that?"  I ask. 

"I  have  no  idea."  We  laugh. 

"Did  I teU  you  about  this 
needlework?" 

(Yes,  friend,  a dozen  times.) 

"Tell  me,"  I say. 

"Have  I shown  you  this  picture  of  my  great-grandson. 
My  first  grandchild?" 

(Yes,  friend,  a dozen  times.) 

"Show  me,"  I say. 

"Have  you  seen  the  poem  outside  my  room. 

Under  the  tree?" 

(Yes,  very  dear  friend,  a dozen  times.) 

"Let's  read  it,"  I say. 

We  do. 

"There  is  beauty  in  the  sunlight. 

And  the  soft  blue  heaven  above. 

Oh,  the  world  is  full  of  beauty. 

When  the  heart  is  full  of  love." 


Celebration 


hy  Josselyn  Fairchild,  Davis  Meeting 

Autumn  leaves 

Blanketing  this  valley  floor... 

In  their  falling. 

In  their  many  colors  of  dying. 

So  beautiful,  so  free... 

Yet  at  one  with  wind,  sky,  and  earth. 

A metaphor  for  how  to  live: 

Without  clinging  we  are  free 
To  dance,  to  delight. 

To  celebrate  everything! 


"See  the  leaf  and  petal  of  that  blossom,"  she  says. 
Holding  them  in  her  hand. 

Changing  their  arrangement,  she  smiles  and  says, 
"They're  both  right"  and  tosses  them  away. 

"For  compost,"  I say. 

Thank  you,  my  friend,  for  savoring 

The  beauty  of  a single  leaf  and  petal 

As  your  world  grows  smaller,  less  familiar,  less  safe. 

Thank  you  for  laughing  on  occasion 

As  imwanted  words  edge  their  way  into  a phrase. 

Blocking  the  phrase  you  seek. 

Thank  you  for  letting  me  put  my  arms  around  you 
In  close  embrace,  and  for  saying, 

"I  needed  that." 

Thank  you,  dear  friend,  for  sharing  with  me 
The  unknown  which  lies  ahead. 

"Go  with  God,"  I pray. 
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From  Granite  Under  Water 

by  Jeanne  Lohmann,  Olympia  Meeting 

Catching  the  Light 

...the  crucifixes... were  all  finished  and  chased  with 
great  care,  their  sharply  tooled  surfaces  designed  to 
catch  the  light  of  the  nearby  candles 
— from  The  Vatican  Collections 

Blasphemous  or  no,  all  week  the  theme  recurs. 
Apologetic,  awed,  our  son  tells  me  your  body 
looks  like  Christ's,  his  sculptured  form  in  marble, 
old  master  paintings.  He  says  you  could  be 
some  long-boned  martyred  saint  with  narrow  torso, 
prominent  ribcage,  your  head  fallen  to  the  left, 
beard  brushing  your  chest.  Even  a draped  sheet. 

This  much  is  given,  that  we  stay,  and  stay 
silent.  Agony  we  aren't  permitted  to  enter. 

The  night  before  the  hemorrhage,  the  last  night 
you  speak  in  sentences,  you  mention  candles, 
big  ships  you  think  you  see  on  water.  The  window 
frames  buildings,  a parking  lot.  Opening  your  eyes 
wide  as  if  to  let  in  light  from  the  darkening  room 
you  shape  a kiss  there's  no  way  to  give. 

Outside  the  flawless  images  of  art,  our  hands 
affirm  the  holy  life  of  mortal  touch  that's  here 
without  illusion.  Warm,  familiar,  sure. 


Granite  Under  Water 

The  sun  plays  light  from  bits  of  mica.  Water 
runs  its  own  sweet  language  over  rocks 
I have  known  a long  time.  And  iris  growing, 
slim-budded,  sweet  scented,  fragile.  Delicate 
as  orchids  curving  into  arcs  of  yellow,  white, 
the  different  shades  of  purple.  Slender  tongues 
that  say  how  simple  we  are,  how  beautiful. 
Such  petals  bruise  easily.  I watch  you 
walking  with  children  on  the  wet  steps 
of  the  foimtain.  Unsteady  from  rock  to  rock 
you  guard  your  footing.  You  could  be 
climbing  out  of  time,  Jacob  surrounded 
by  all  his  laughing  angels.  The  wild  iris 
flowers  in  us,  we  move  forward  and  backward, 
reminded  by  walls  that  are  always  opening. 


In  glacier  country  mountain  goats 
so  high  we  almost  couldn't  see, 
your  singing  your  hiking  songs 
in  transparent  air,  alpine  flowers 
clustered  underfoot,  stars  springing 
from  rocks,  the  spiky  grasses. 

These  places  we  live  we  return  to, 
the  flowers,  the  durable  river.  I am  crying 
for  air  I cannot  breathe.  It  is  luminous, 
this  country  where  your  death  is  granite 
under  water,  a single  yellow  iris 
standing  clear  from  edges  of  stone. 

My  Soul's  Chalice 

by  Ruth  Hultman,  San  Jose  Meeting 

Let  me  tell  you  about  the  chalice  that  carries  my  soul. 
Crystal  clear  delicate  vessel  when  I was  bom. 

But  I needed  strength. 

The  vessel  was  reinforced  with  a stainless  steel  cage. 

But  I needed  grounding;  to  be  down  to  earth. 

Stoneware  was  used  to  enlarge  the  vessel. 

Fun!  I needed  fim. 

Carnival  glass,  that's  the  thing. 

Very  strange  sounding? 

In  my  mind's  eye  it's  beautiful. 

But  the  strips  of  stainless  steel  are  worn  thin  and  delicate. 
The  stoneware  has  aged. 

Carnival  glass  was  never  known  for  its  longevity. 

In  the  end  I'm  back  at  the  beginning. 

Fragile  chalice  carries  my  soul. 

But  the  soul  itself  is  sturdy,  everlasting. 


r 

About  the  poets: 

Josselx/n  Fairchild's  poem  first  appeared  in  Friendly  Woman.  It  was  written 
while  she  was  studying  at  Pendle  Hill.  Josselyn  is  currently  clerk  of  Davis  Meet- 
ing. 

Fran  Ross  recently  published  a chapbook  of  her  poems  entitled  Reflections.  A 
review  of  her  work  and  a brief  biography  were  published  in  Friends  Bulletin 
(April,  1997). 

Jeanne  Lohmann  is  a graduate  of  the  creative  writing  program  at  San  Francisco 
State  University  and  is  author  of  several  books,  including  Gathering  a Life 
(John  Daniel  &f  Co.,  1989),  Between  Silence  and  Answer  (Pendle  Hill,  1994), 
and  Granite  Under  Water  (Fithian  Press,  1996). 

Ruth  Hultman  has  been  a Quaker  all  her  life,  and  describes  herself  as  a "poet  by 
necessity."  Her  poetry  has  appeared  in  Friends  Journal  and  other  publications. 
She  currently  is  clerk  of  San  Jose  Meeting. 


k.  ^ 


No  one  could  see  bottom  where  great  slabs 
of  rock  plunge  into  green  water.  They 
are  huge  outcroppings  of  stone,  islands 
where  blueberries  grow,  O too  thick 
and  too  many,  our  fingers  and  mouths 
turned  blue  with  trying  and  with  kisses. 
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Portrait  of  Ward  Miles, 


Conscientious  Objector 

Olympia  Meeting 


By  Brian  Young, 

w ard  Miles  was  a conscientious 
objector.  He  wanted  to  do  some- 
thing that  was  important  and  not 
without  risk.  He  didn’t  want  to  go 
to  war  and  start  killing  people.  He 
thought  that  was  wrong.  So  he  went 
to  forest  fire  training.  Then  some 
people  came  and  asked  the  people  in 
the  forest  fire  training  if  they 
wanted  to  help  mentally  ill  people 
and  try  to  help  them  get  in  control, 
so  he  went  there.  Then  some  people 
in  the  Doctor's  office  asked  the 
people  that  were  working  there  if 
they  would  like  to  take  a test  to 
see  if  medicines  for  Hepatitis  A 
would  work  and  he  decided  he  would 


give.  The  Doctors  gave  Ward  the  virus 
which  then  they  didn't  know  was  a 
virus.  The  Doctors  found  out  that  hep- 
atitis was  a virus.  They  also  learned 
that  fevers  were  a part  of  many  dif- 
ferent diseases.  A lot  was  learned  in  a 
short  time. 

These  experiences  led  Ward  to 
become  a doctor.  While  he  was  work- 
ing at  the  mental  ward,  he  also  met  his 
future  wife  who  worked  there.  Her 
name  was  Alice.  After  becoming  a doc- 
tor, Ward  helped  bring  Group  Health 
to  Olympia. 

It  is  important  to  learn  to  pre- 
vent wars.  Learn  to  value  other  people. 
OK  for  others  to  be  different.  □ 


Brian  Young  holding  a picture 
of  Ward  Miles,  a member  of 
Olympia  Washington  Meeting. 


sa 


PYM  Approves  Health  Care  Minute 


Ar  f/ie  annual  gathering  of  Pacific 
Yearly  Meeting,  Friends  approved  a 
minute  on  health  care  reform,  adopted 
the  policy  statement  of  Friends  Commit- 
tee on  Legislation,  and  urged  Meetings 
to  take  appropriate  action. — Editor. 

FCL  supports  the  fundamental  right  of 
individuals  and  communities  to  strive 
for  optimal  health.  Elemental  to  that  goal 
are  a healthy  environment;  access  to  nu- 
tritious and  unpolluted  food,  air,  and  wa- 
ter; adequate  clothing  and  shelter;  and  full 
access  to  medical  services  when  required. 
Our  first  priority  is  the  promotion  of  poli- 
cies which  ensure  that  no  person  or  com- 
munity be  deprived  of  these  basic  necessi- 
ties. 

Prevention  of  disease  and  injury  is 
the  most  human  and  cost  effective  means 
to  achieve  good  health.  Among  such 
measures  are:  prenatal  care;  immuniza- 
tions; well-baby  care;  nutritional  assis- 
tance in  the  form  of  food  stamps,  school 
breakfast  and  lunch  programs,  meals  on 


wheels  for  the  elderly  and  infirm,  and 
nutritional  assistance  during  pregnancy 
and  lactation.  Health  education  should 
be  widely  accessible  for  all  ages  in  all 
languages  spoken  in  the  community. 
Substance  abuse  programs  with  a 
proven  track  record  should  be  expanded 
and  available  to  all  addicted  individuals 
regardless  of  ability  to  pay.  We  support 
the  full  use  of  the  state’s  resources  in 
the  areas  of  health  research,  education, 
and  treatment.  In  response  to  the  AIDS 
epidemic,  we  support  the  added  preven- 
tative measures  of  needle  exchange  pro- 
grams, free  and  anonymous  AIDS  test- 
ing, and  the  distribution  of  free  con- 
doms. 

To  ensure  equal  access  to  preven- 
tative, therapeutic  and  emergency  care, 
FCL  supports  the  creation  of  a universal 
health  care  system  in  which  all  individu- 
als have  access  to  comprehensive  care 
regardless  of  income,  present  or  previ- 
ous health  status,  employment  status, 
immigration  status,  or  prison  status. 
The  system  should  provide  sufficient 
reimbursement  to  health  care  providers 
so  that  health  care  services  are  available 


to  those  who  need  them. 

Until  universal  health  care  is 
achieved,  public  policies  should  encour- 
age the  availability  of  comprehensive 
health  insurance  at  a reasonable  cost  that 
is  not  interrupted  by  changes  in  employ- 
ment. Regulations  protecting  the  pa- 
tient’s right  to  safe  and  timely  care,  com- 
plete disclosure  as  to  their  condition  and 
options,  privacy  protection  of  their  medi- 
cal records,  and  freedom  to  change 
providers  and  challenge  denials  of  treat- 
ment must  be  vigorously  advocated. 

FCL  recognizes  that  malpractice 
claims  are  a significant  cause  of  increased 
insurance  costs  and  hence  higher  overall 
medical  costs.  These  costs  should  be 
brought  down  by  greater  policing  of  prac- 
titioners and  the  reduction  of  claims 
through  the  reduction  of  malpractice.  We 
oppose  tort  “reform”  that  makes  the  pur- 
suit of  legitimate  claims  more  difficult. 

FCL  opposes  the  trend  toward  pri- 
vatization of  publicly  financed  medical 
facilities  by  selling  off  public  assets  to 
“balance  budgets”  or  cut  costs.  We  sup- 
port the  continued  appropriation  of  state 
funds  for  public  hospitals,  clinics,  and 
medical  schools.  □ 
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by  John  Prideaux, 

Eugene  Meeting 

[The  Supreme  Court  recently  upheld 
Oregon* s *‘Right  to  Dignity  Act,*’  which 
legalizes  doctor-assisted  suicide  for  dy- 
ing persons.  The  following  article  ex- 
presses one  Friend’s  response  to  this 
concern.  — Editor] 

I have  lived  a happy,  and  I hope,  useful 
life  in  my  eighty-two  years,  and  have 
few  regrets.  But  if  I do  not  at  least 
attempt  to  speak  out  on  this  subject,  I 
believe  I will  have  one  major  regret  to 
carry  with  me. 

For  a long  time  I have  wanted  to  put 
these  thoughts  into  writing.  Now  I have 
come  to  a time  when  I wish  to  share  with 
Friends,  my  views  on  the  choices  we  have 
as  life  moves  into  dying.  Life  has  been 
full  of  joy  for  me  and  I wish  to  carry  that 
joy  into  my  dying.  If  circumstances  of 
life  cause  me  to  choose  to  actively  termi- 
nate living  I want  Friends  to  join  with  me 
in  love  and  joy  for  what  we  have  shared. 
I am  still  exploring  in  this  area  and  hope 
that  others  will  join  me  in  my  search  for 
the  best  answers. 

What  Society  Teaches  Us 

I object  to  a society  that,  first, 
teaches  my  grandchildren  to  think  well  of 
me  if  I take  control  of  my  life  and  make  it 
count  for  something  while  I am  young  and 


in  good  health,  but  then  teaches  them  to 
think  badly  of  me  if  I take  control  of  my 
life  by  determining  when  it  should  end, 
even  at  a time  when  my  health  is  giving 
out,  I have  no  dependents,  and  the  end  is 
near  anyway. 

I object  to  a society  that  teaches  my 
grandchildren  that  it  is  fine  and  honorable 
to  kill  someone  just  because  my  govern- 
ment has  designated  him  as  an  enemy,  yet 
if  I want  to  take  my  own  life,  that  act  is 
considered  wrong,  regardless  of  circum- 
stance. 

Oppression 

My  personal  objections  are  based 
not  only  on  the  pain  and  suffering  in- 
volved when  a life  is  needlessly  pro- 
longed (though  I deplore  any  unnecessary 
suffering),  but  also  on  the  loss  of  control 
which  often  accompanies  it. 

I object  to  being  oppressed  by 
someone  who  happens  to  have  power 
over  me,  but  especially  so  when  I cannot 
offer  any  effective  resistance,  through  ei- 
ther my  words  or  my  actions.  In  the  last 
stages  of  the  kind  of  death  I am  talking 
about,  very  often  the  power  of  speech  is 
gone,  and  with  it  the  power  to  defend 
oneself  against  the  imposition  of  an- 
other’s will. 

After  a death  with  much  suffering, 
the  people  who  are  still  living  are  usually 
only  too  glad  to  let  the  matter  subside 
until  the  next  occasion.  Without  discus- 


sion, progress  is  extremely  slow.  Until 
recently,  the  subject  has  been  almost 
taboo,  in  the  same  way  as  cancer  was  a 
generation  ago.  This  may  be  changing. 
Oregon’s  Measure  16  (Physician  Assisted 
Suicide),  and  the  controversy  attending  it, 
has  helped  considerably  by  making  it 
more  acceptable  to  talk  about  it. 

I suggest  that  we,  as  Friends,  could 
review  our  attitude  on  this  matter  and  see 
if  there  are  areas  where  our  thinking 
needs  revision. 


Queries 

• Can  you  remember  the  first  time  you 
were  exposed  to  the  idea  that  taking 
your  own  life  was  always  a bad  thing, 
regardless  of  circumstance? 

• Do  you  think  there  are  circum- 
stances under  which  ending  your  life 
is  a justifiable  thing  to  do  and  should 
be  accepted  as  such  by  society? 

• How  and  when  did  you  get  your 
ideas  on  the  moral  rightness  or 
wrongness  of  suicide? 

• What  do  you  think  of  this  proposi- 
tion: that  the  idea  that  suicide  always 
is  wrong  must  be  taught  carefully, 
like  the  concept  of  race  prejudice, 
and  that  children  pick  it  up  from 
adults,  often  without  either  of  them 
being  aware  it  is  happening?  □ 
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"Sealed  with  the  Spirit  of  Promise": 

A Contemporary  Look  at  Seventeenth  Century  Quakers  Living  Into  Death 


By  Lucy  Mclver, 
Cadbury  Scholar 
Pendle  Hill,  1997 


F 


or  each  one  of  us  there  are 
moments  when  we  are  pulled  out 
of  everyday  life  into  an  aware- 
ness of  a larger  realm.  Such  small 
ecstasies  are  intimations  of  some- 
thing vast  at  the  core  of  life. 

Perhaps  a profound  piece  of  mu- 
sic carries  us  away — or  a work  of 
art,  or  the  bloom  of  a flower.  In 
these  moments,  as  we  embrace 
life’s  fullness  and  look  into  that  indescrib- 
able largeness,  an  inner  assurance 
emerges  within  as  a promise  that  life  is 
much  more  beyond  the  time-limited 
boundaries  of  our  earthly  self. 

With  that  promise  guiding  my  re- 
search I began  to  look  for  it  in  the  dying 
ministry  of  both  seventeenth-century 
Quakers  and  that  of  some  contemporary 
Friends.  I found  their  final  ministries  to 
be  a testimony  of  faith  that  transcends 
time,  carried  on  the  breath  of  God,  with 
the  same  eternal  promise  of  life’s  vast- 
ness. Richard  Hubberthorne’s  dying 
words  is  such  a testimony  (1653).  Sarah 
Blackberry  attended  him  in  prison  and 
recorded  his  last  words  as  she  sat  beside 
him.  She  wrote:  ...he  puts  his  Arme 

about  mee,  and  said... 

This  night  or  to-morrow  night 
I shall  depart  hence. . . 

Do  not  seek  to  hold  me, 

for  it  is  too  strait  for  me; 

and  out  of  this  straitness  I must  go, 

for  I am  wound  into  largeness...^ 

I found  the  same  testimony  of  faith 
in  the  prayer  that  Elizabeth  Gray  Vining 
spoke  on  her  seventieth  birthday: 


Trudy  Myrrh  Reagan 


There  came  that  numinous  feel- 
ing when  I knew  beyond  words 
that  birth  and  death  were  not 
only  transitions  which  defined 
physical  life,  but  were  also  sa- 
cred moments  which  were 
somehow  connected  into  a 
larger  order  of  life. 


Infuse  me  with  Thy  spirit  so  that  it  is 
Thee  / turn  to, 

not  the  old  ropes  of  habit  and 
thought.  Make  me  poised 

and  ready  when  the  intimation 
comes  to  go  forward 

eagerly  and  joyously  into  the  new 
phase  of  life  that  we 

call  death... Give  me  joy  in  await- 
ing the  great  change 

that  comes  after  this  life  of  many 
changes,  grant  that 

my  self  be  merged  in  Thy  self  as  a 
candle ’s  wavering 


light  is  caught  up  into  the  sun.^ 

I believe  that  the  ministry  of 
those  who  are  preparing  for 
death  is  a guide  that  can  sustain 
and  connect  us  within  the  Light. 
If  we  listen  to  this  ministry  with 
our  hearts  we  find  that  which 
inwardly  shapes  not  only  our  liv- 
ing, but  enriches  our  dying  as 
well. 

The  leading  for  this  work  be- 
gan several  years  ago  as  I was 
privileged  to  witness  the  dying  of 
two  Quaker  elders.  Then,  re- 
cently, I was  given  the  gift  of 
participating  in  the  home-birth  of 
my  granddaughter.  Both  the  out- 
ward as  well  as  the  inward  expe- 
rience of  these  events  created 
within  me  a sense  of  life’s 
wholeness.  As  I inwardly  wit- 
nessed, in  one  instance  the  first  breath 
and,  in  another,  the  last,  there  came  that 
numinous  feeling  when  I knew  beyond 
words  that  birth  and  death  were  not  only 
transitions  which  defined  physical  life, 
but  were  also  sacred  moments  which 
were  somehow  connected  into  a larger 
order  of  life. 

There  is  always  a sense  of  awe  as 
we  witness  life’s  transitions.  But  what 
made  these  particular  events  more  mean- 
ingful for  me  was  that  all  concerned, 
especially  those  at  the  center,  approached 
this  time  consciously  focusing  all  their 
attention  towards  finding  inward  whole- 
ness. Advance  preparation  were  made  in 
legal  matters,  family  and  spiritual  com- 
munity bonds  were  strengthened  through 
discussion  and  prayer,  and  as  the  time 
approached,  in  both  the  birthing  and  the 
dying,  all  who  gathered  were  held  in  an 
attitude  of  expectant  waiting,  in  rever- 
ence of  something  much  larger  than 
themselves. 

In  that  waiting,  my  faith  deepened. 
Time  seemed  to  stop.  Inwardly  I felt 
seeded  in  the  Light  as  my  awareness  of  a 
divine  process  bloomed.  All  in  the  cir- 

("Sealed  with  the  Spirit...  ” continued  on  page  11) 
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(“Sealed  with  the  Spirit. " continued  from  page  10) 
cles  of  these  events  supported  one  an- 
other, living  out  of  an  expanded  aware- 
ness of  God.  We  came  together  in  our 
grief  and  joy  in  that  intimacy,  finding  a 
common  ground  in  our  emotions.  It  was 
in  the  fullness  of  these  moments  that  I 
begin  to  ask  myself  the  following  ques- 
tions: 

1.  Can  death  be  a time  of  living  more 
completely? 

2.  Did  the  faith  of  early  Friends 
guide  them  in  the  experience  of  liv- 
ing into  death? 


celebrate  living  their  faith  with  the  same 
joy  that  moved  William  Leddra  who 
was  hanged  in  Boston  in  1659: 

Most  Dear  and  Inwardly  Beloved, 
The  sweet  influences  of  the  Morn- 
ing Star, 

like  a Flood  distilling  into  my  In- 
nocent Habitation, 

Hath  filled  me  with  the  joy  of 
[God] 

in  the  Beauty  of  Holiness, 
that  my  Spirit  is, 

as  if  it  did  not  Inhabit  a Taberna- 
cle of  Clay. . . 


These  questions  formed  the  primary 
framework  for  my  research  which  I ap- 
proached through  reading,  contemplation, 
and  prayer.  Today  the  gift  of  such  an 
intense  spiritual  work  has  led  me  in  devel- 
oping a ministry  of  workshops  for  Friends 
to  deepen  their  Quaker  faith  while  turning 
to  accept  their  own  mortality.  I have  been 
joined  in  that  ministry  by  my  partner  who 
brings  16  years  of  hospice  work  to  these 
workshops.  Together  we  hope  Friends 
will  reach  both  outwardly  to  each  other 
and  inwardly  to  their  fundamental  Truths, 
that  we  may  strengthen  our  faith  and  more 
openly  accept  dying  as  a time  of  living 
wholly.  It  is  our  prayer  that  Friends  will 


Oh!  My  Beloved, 

I have  waited  as  a Dove  at  the 
Windows  of  the  Ark,  and  I have 
stood  still  in  that  Watch..., 
wherein  my  Heart  did  rejoyce, 
that  I might  in  the  Love  and  Life 
speak  a few  Words  to  you 

sealed  with  the  Spirit  of  Promise, 
that  the  Taste  thereof  might  be  a 
Savour  of  Life 

to  your  Life,  and  a Testimony  in 

you, 

of  my  Innocent  Death... ^ ° 
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Lucy  is  a member  of  Eugene  Monthly 
Meeting  from  which  she  was  released  the 
last  two  years  to  study,  write,  and  teach 
at  Pendle  Hill.  In  1997  she  received  the 
Cadbury  Scholarship  to  support  this  re- 
search project.  For  more  information 
about  these  workshops  contact  Lucy 
Mclver  or  Karen  Lundblad  at  187  E.  32"‘^ 
St,  Eugene,  OR  97405. 
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ready  on  tables  in  the  Fellowship  Room. 
Approximately  40  letters  are  hand- 
written individually  and  sent  on  each 
occasion.  Many  replies  have  been 
received,  even  from  the  Governor  and 
the  President. 

Examples  of  topics  covered  are: 
Campaign  Financing;  Nuclear  and 
Chemical  Weapons  Testing;  Land 
Mines;  Budget  Priorities;  United  Na- 
tions Dues;  Gun  Control;  Prison  Re- 
form and  the  Death  Penalty;  Test  Ban 
Treaty;  Arms  Sales  to  Latin  America; 
the  School  of  the  Americas;  Religious 
Freedom;  Environmental  Issues;  Na- 
tive American  Rights;  NATO  and 
NAFTA. 

Samples  of  fact  sheet  formats  are 
available  from  Dick  Cooper,  Clerk  of 
P&SO  Committee,  639  Harrison  Avenue, 
Claremont,  C A 91711.  □ 


Claremont  Letter  Writers 
Photo  by  Dick  Cooper 

tee  prepares  “Fact  Sheets”,  on  which  basic 
information  and  problems  are  provided, 
along  with  suggestions  representing  our 
point  of  view,  and  the  names  and  addresses 
of  the  persons  to  be  addressed.  Pens,  writ- 
ing materials  and  even  postage  stamps  are 


By  Dick  Cooper, 

Clerk  of  Peace  & Social  Order, 
Claremont  Meeting 


0)ne  of  the  projects  conducted  by  the 
Claremont  Meeting  that  has  proven  suc- 
cessful recently  is  a monthly  letter  writ- 
ing session  sponsored  by  the  Peace  and 
Social  Order  Committee. 

The  letters  go  to  our  political  rep- 
resentatives on  both  the  state  and  na- 
tional levels  and  to  directors  of  significant 
public  projects.  The  third  Sunday  of  each 
month  is  designated  for  this  activity, 
shortly  after  the  close  of  Meeting  for 
Worship. 

On  each  occasion,  P&SO  Commit- 


An  Update  on  the  Brinton  Visitor  Program 


By  Joan  Johnson,  Clerk 

jf  * he  Brinton  Visitor  Committee  wishes 
to  bring  you  an  update  on  the  current 
thinking  and  future  plans  of  the  Program. 

As  we  have  reported  in  the  recent 
past,  the  Program,  now  in  its  22"*^  year, 
has  grown  greatly  since  its  inception  in 
1975. 

That  year  Edwin  Morgenroth,  the 
first  Brinton  Visitor,  visited  38  Meetings 
and  Worship  Groups  in  the  three  yearly 
meetings  participating  in  the  Program. 
The  visitations  now  include  almost  90 
visits  to  meetings  in  the  1 1 Western 
States,  the  Hawaiian  Islands  and  Mexico 
City,  when  travel  to  Mexico  seems  appro- 
priate. 

The  Program  has  increasingly  de- 
manded a great  gift  of  both  time  and 
energy  from  the  visitor.  The  Committee 
felt  that  we  could  not  ask  one  Friend  or 
pair  of  Friends  to  make  that  commitment. 
After  much  thought  and  consultation  it 
was  decided  to  re-design  the  structure  of 
the  Program  and  find  a Friend  or  team 
from  each  yearly  meeting  to  travel  in  a 
yearly  meeting  other  than  their  own. 

In  our  1995-1996  series  we  at- 


tempted to  meet  the  new  goal.  Margery 
Abbott  of  NPYM  traveled  in  IMYM 
and  Robert  Vogel  of  PYM  visited  in 
NPYM  and  also  in  PYM  when  we  were 
not  successful  in  finding  a Friend  from 
the  third  yearly  meeting. 

Margery  and  Bob  visited  89  Meet- 
ings, Worship  Groups  and  weekend  re- 
treats. They  traveled  by  car,  plane,  bus, 
train  and  in  Washington  State  by  ferry. 
Despite  their  Quakerly  frugality  in  ar- 
ranging transportation,  that  many  miles 
is  going  to  be  costly.  The  Committee 
was  concerned  with  rising  costs  and 
because  we  are  a Sub-Committee  of  the 
PYM  Ministry  and  Oversight  Commit- 
tee we  sought  counsel  from  that  body. 

After  discussing  several  alterna- 
tives we  jointly  decided  that  we  did  not 
want  to  dilute  the  Program  and  it  was 
agreed  that  we  would  simply  permit  the 
Brinton  Visitor  Fund  to  build  until  there 
was  sufficient  funds  for  one  Friend  or 
pair  of  Friends  to  travel  in  a yearly 
meeting.  Then  we  would  repeat  the 
pattern  until  all  three  yearly  meetings 
had  been  visited. 

During  our  last  series  of  Visita- 
tions we  learned  that  some  Friends  have 
thought  the  Brinton  Visitor  Program 


was  an  endowed  program.  That,  unfortu- 
nately, is  not  the  case.  It  relies  on  the 
contributions  given  by  Monthly  Meetings 
and  Worship  Groups.  The  Committee 
greatly  appreciates  that  continuing  sup- 
port. 

In  the  past  we  have  had  a two  year 
hiatus  between  visitations  and  now,  al- 
though we  will  operate  on  a less  stringent 
schedule,  we  wish  to  assure  each  of  the 
yearly  meetings  that  you  will  indeed  be 
able  to  anticipate  a visitation.  We  will 
not  attempt  to  set  up  an  exact  rotation  of 
yearly  meetings  because  we  would  wish 
to  be  able  to  take  advantage  of  the  avail- 
ability of  appropriate  Friends.  □ 


Pendle  hill,  a Quaker  Study  Cen- 
ter LOCATED  IN  A WOODED  AREA 
NEAR  Philadelphia,  seeks  appli- 
cants FOR  scholarships.  The 
Henry  J.  Cadbury  Scholarship  is 
awarded  to  a Quaker  scholar  with 
serious  interest  in  Quaker  faith, 
practice,  or  history.  Other  scholar- 
ships are  available  for  people  work- 
ing in  education  and  peace.  For 
more  information,  please  contact 
Liz  Kamphausen,  Admissions,  338 
Plush  Mill  Rd.,  Wallingford,  PA 
19086.  (800)  742-3150,  ext.  123. 
Applications  due  by  March  15, 
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Quaker  Quirks  and  Quips  p 


A True  Quaker  Miracle 


a 


'uring  our  Yearly  Meeting’s  talent 
night,  I asked  the  clerk  if  he  had  a talent 
or  act  that  might  amuse  Friends. 

“I  can  do  a magic  trick  that  Friends 
might  enjoy,”  he  replied. 

“What  kind  of  act  do  you  do?”  I 
asked. 

“I  can  make  the  agenda  disappear.” 


J 


Ninth  Month,  1996 

A 

jLA.  new  website  called  “Born  to  be 
Mild”  features  Quaker  humor  (you  can 
find  it  at  www.quaker.org).  Here’s  a sam- 
ple: 


^ What  is  the  difference  between  a 
horse  and  a Quaker? 

• You  can  lead  a horse  to  water. 

=>  What  do  you  get  when  you  cross  a 
Quaker  with  a Jehovah’s  Witness? 

• Someone  who  knocks  on  your  door, 
then  won ’t  talk  to  you 

=>  How  do  Quakers  sing  hymns? 

• Very  slowly,  to  insure  that  they  can 
be  in  unity  with  the  words. 


Let's  Intergenerate 

(To  the  Tune  of  “Clementine”) 

By  Martin  Cobin 


^ Vtop  a mesa 
in  Colorado 

From  the  “Campus  in  the  sky” 
Friends  reached  out  to 
one  another 

But  some  passed  each  other  by. 


Different  ages 
Youth  and  sages 
Can  community  create 
We  can  gain  from 
One  another 
If  we  intergenerate. 


Are  there  any 

Are  there  many 

Who  really  would  relate? 

We  can  maybe 
Find  the  answer 
When  we  intergenerate. 

If  an  answer 
Is  essential 

We’ll  not  seek  it  through  debate. 
Quaker  insight’s 
Experiential; 

Let’s  just  intergenerate. 

Need  a lab  for 
Experimenting 
A Place  to  try  it  out  and  see? 
Don’t  be  astounded 
You  have  found  it. 

IMYM*  is  the  place  to  be. 

*Pronounced  ‘imyim” 


Balaam ’s  Ass,  Set  in  Meeting 

One  First  Day  many  years  ago  Friend 
James  broke  worshipful  silence  to 
retell  with  dramatic  flair  and  worldly  flair 
the  entire  story  of  Balaam,  a tribal  leader 
who  listened  to  God,  and  resisted  a sum- 
mons by  Balak,  king  of  the  Moabites 
(Numbers:  22).  Finally,  under  pressure, 
Balaam  agreed  to  a meeting  with  Balak 
and  began  the  journey  to  Balak’ s court  on 
his  faithful  ass.  Seeing  the  angel  of  the 
Lord,  the  ass  balked,  on  three  occasions, 
and  was  harshly  punished.  This  incident 
was  described,  at  great  length  and  com- 
plete with  braying  noises,  by  Friend 
James. 

Returning  home  from  Meeting, 
young  Roger  remarked  to  his  mother:  “I 
usually  like  Friend  James’  Bible  stories, 
but  do  you  really  think  that  an  ass — I 
mean  a donkey — could  talk?” 

“Yes,”  replied  the  mother.  “It  hap- 
pened in  meeting  for  worship  today.”  — 
Mary  Lou  Coppock,  Tempe  Meeting. 


Itis  a 6(ft  Vo  3c  Compkx 

a gift  to  be  complex^  'tis  a gift  to  be  obtuse, 

VL'  Tis  a gift  of  verbosity  that  all  Friends  like  to  use. 
And  when  we  find  ourselves  with  the  talk  at  an  end. 
We'll  think  of  a reason  to  start  up  again. 


When  true  complexity  is  gained. 

To  go  on  for  hours  we  shan't  be  ashamed. 

To  sit  here  and  starve  will  be  our  delight. 

While  we  talk  and  discuss  with  no  end  in  sight. 

— From  the  Pima  Meeting  Newsletter 
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Friendly  News 


The  Student  Conscience  Fund 

The  Student  Conscience  makes  loans 
to  students  who,  for  reasons  of  con- 
science, have  chosen  not  to  register  for 
the  draft  and  have  thereby  become  ineligi- 
ble for  federal  loans.  Phyllis  Jones,  PYM 
treasurer,  reports  that  one  of  the  recipi- 
ents of  this  loan  recently  repaid  two  loans 
totaling  $5,000  in  May.  He  vyrites: 

“As  I am  entering  a Ph.D.  program 
full-time  this  fall,  the  specter  of  tuition 
costs  will  again  be  at  my  back,  though  in 
a much  smaller  form.  We  are  hoping  to 
manage  these  costs  without  any  loans,  but 
it  is  good  to  know  that  you  are  keeping 
the  Student  Conscience  Fund  alive  de- 
spite the  closure  of  so  many  other  con- 
science funds  for  this  purpose. 

Currently  the  fund  has  a balance  of 
$15,440.21.  The  current  limit  is  now 
$2,000  per  year.  For  more  information, 
contact  Phyllis  Jones,  PO  Box  493599, 
Redding,  CA  96049-3599. 

Utah  Friends  Fellowship 

Utah  Friends  Fellowship  met  over  the 
weekend  of  August  22-24  in  an  un- 
established campground  up  Logan 
Canyon  alongside  the  Beaver  Creek.  The 
lack  of  facilities  gave  the  group  the  op- 
portunity to  learn  about  making  and  using 
a latrine. 

A group  of  six  adults  and  two  Junior 
Young  Friends  enjoyed  a 28-mile  moun- 
tain bike  ride  on  Saturday  through  lovely 
mountain  terrain.  Much  of  the  ride  paral- 
leled the  Beaver  Creek,  providing  spec- 
tacular views  of  the  river  and  nearby 
meadows.  The  two  Junior  Young  Friends 
stopped  periodically  in  order  to  allow  the 
adults  to  catch  up.  Younger  children  and 
other  adults  enjoyed  staying  at  camp, 
playing  in  the  Beaver  Creek,  and  hiking. 

The  evening  was  filled  with  spirited 
visiting,  as  the  adults  and  children  natu- 
rally grouped  around  two  separate  camp- 
fire rings.  The  natural  beauty  of  the  set- 
ting was  enjoyed  by  all.  The  aspen  grove 
that  defined  one  side  of  the  campsite 


shone  brightly  in  the  Sunday  morning 
light  during  meeting  for  worship.  I 
found  myself  silently  singing  one  of  the 
Universal  Dances  of  Peace  songs  to  the 
aspen  trees:  “May  all  beings  be  well  and 
may  all  beings  be  happy.  Peace,  peace, 
peace.” 

— Joy  Morris,  Logan  Monthly  Meeting 


Willamette  Half-Yearly  Meeting 

Salem  Friends  attended  a fall  retreat. 

Dick  Lewis  wrote,  “In  a worship- 
sharing format.  Friends  were  asked  to 
share  their  view  of  God,  the  Light,  the 
Seed  and  the  Divine.  Each  family  was 
provided  beforehand  with  two  pam- 
phlets: The  Burning  Oneness  Binding 
Everything,  by  Bruce  Birchard,  and 
Deepening  the  Spiritual  Life  of  the 
Meeting  by  Edward  Hoare;  and  in  our 
two  sessions,  appreciation  was  ex- 
pressed for  these  readings,  especially 
the  Birchard  pamphlet,  which  Friends 
felt  expressed  succinctly  genuine  in- 
sights from  the  author’s  own  life. 

Many  of  us  have  had  to  lay  aside 
what  we  were  told  we  should  believe 
and  find  for  ourselves  what  it  is  that  we 
do  believe.  Many  of  us  have  rebelled 
against  conventional  views  of  the  nature 
of  God  and  Jesus,  some  of  us  with  a 
degree  of  anger.  The  childlike  literal- 
ness with  which  children  often  interpret 
biblical  stories  may  be  replaced  by  a 
degree  of  agnosticism  when  the  literal 
no  longer  seems  reasonable.  There  was 
disagreement  with  the  notion  that  holi- 
ness consists  chiefly  in  doing  as  we  are 
told,  whether  by  parent,  church  or  God 
and  a feeling  that  the  conventional  view 
of  Christ  gives  inadequate  recognition 
to  the  unity  of  mind  and  body. 

The  mystery  of  the  Divine  and  the 
inadequacy  of  language  to  express  it 
was  mentioned  more  than  once.  The 
name  and  concept  change  as  we  evolve, 
eventually  arriving  at  the  idea  that  we 
are  enfolded  in  the  divine  and  that  our 
mission  is  to  express  that  divine  love 
and  concern  to  the  suffering.  The  more 
we  practice  expressing  our  beliefs,  the 
better  we  get  at  it.  Marjorie  Sykes  said, 
“You  tell  me  your  1000  names  for  God 
and  I'll  tell  you  mine.” 

Willamette  Half-Yearly  Meeting 


gathered  the  first  weekend  in  October  in 
Eugene.  The  panel  discussion  Saturday 
morning  focused  on  the  theme  “Identity, 
Authority,  and  Community.”  Panelists  in- 
cluded Friends  who  had  attended  the 
FWCC  19th  Triennial  in  Birmingham, 
England.  Some  had  also  attended  the 
pre-triennial  consultation  of  Friends  at 
Woodbrooke  College  in  England.  The 
theme  of  the  children’s  program  was 
“Expressing  the  Spirit  through  Water.” 
Children  and  interested  adults  brought 
their  bathing  suits! 

Eugene  Friends  Ad  Hoc  Committee 
on  Homelessness  has  mailed  a letter  of 
concern  to  city  and  county  officials  and 
the  media  about  legal  places  for  people  to 
sleep  in  Eugene  and  Springfield.  The 
Meeting  approved  committee  members 
meeting  with  officials  from  the  two  cities 
and  the  county  to  express  this  concern  on 
behalf  of  the  Meeting.  These  actions  flow 
from  an  approved  minute  on  homeless- 
ness. Hearts  heavy  with  concern  for 
homeless  people  feel  an  extra  burden  as 
the  days  become  shorter,  colder,  and  wet- 
ter.— Ruth  Arrison  Evan,  Eugene  Meet- 
ing 


Are  "Hat  Laws" 

Legal  in  San  Diego? 

One  of  the  earliest  of  Friends’  historic 
testimonies  is  under  attack  in  San 
Diego’s  court  system.  A member  of  the 
San  Diego  Meeting  named  Forrest  is  ac- 
customed to  wearing  a hat  at  all  times, 
except  in  Meeting  for  Worship.  This  in- 
cludes occasions  when  he  is  in  court,  and 
this  was  accepted  by  some  judges.  Re- 
cently, however,  one  judge  objected  to 
the  hat  and  the  marshal  led  Friend  Forrest 
from  the  courtroom.  Forrest  kept  return- 
ing to  the  courtroom  and  the  marshal  then 
charged  him  with  “interfering  with  a 
peace  officer  in  the  performance  of  his 
duties.”  Therefore,  it  is  important  now  to 
restate,  publicly,  that  from  the  very  begin- 
ning of  the  Religious  Society  of  Friends 
in  the  17th  century.  Friends  were  admon- 
ished to  remove  their  hats  only  before 
God  and  not  to  elevate  public  officials  or 
others  to  god-like  status  by  removing 
their  hats  to  them.  Jews  and  people  of 
other  religions  have  been  permitted  to 
("Friendly  News,  ” continued  on  page  15) 
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{“Friendly  News, " continued  from  page  14) 

wear  hats  or  head  coverings  of  various 
designs  in  San  Diego  Courts  while 
Friends  are  denied  the  right  not  to  remove 
their  hats.  It  is  ironic  that  Friends,  who 
influenced  putting  the  right  to  free  exer- 
cise of  Religion  into  the  Bill  of  Rights, 
now  find  that  right  denied  to  us  because 
our  hats  have  no  special  design. 

— Leon  Ray,  San  Diego  Meeting.  See  also 
the  FCNL  Newsletter,  August-September, 
1997. 

Correspondents  and 
Volunteers  Needed 
By  Friends  Bulletin 

Friendly  correspondents  are  needed 
from  the  following  areas;  Wilhamette, 
Northern  California,  and  Utah.  The  job  of 
the  correspondent  is  to  receive  the 
newsletters  from  the  meetings  in  your 
quarter  or  region,  attend  regional  gather- 
ings, sum  up  what’s  happening,  and  write 
a report  three  or  four  times  a year.  In 
return  you  receive  a free  subscription. 

We  would  like  to  express  our  appre- 
ciation for  the  good  work  of  Ruth  Arri- 
son  Evan,  Amanda  Kautz,  and  Ramona 
Silipo,  who  resigned  as  correspondents 
this  year. 

We  also  would  like  to  express  our 
appreciation  for  the  faithful  service  of 
Randy  Herrick-Stare  and  Pat  Daggerty, 
who  resigned  this  summer  from  the  Board 
of  Friends  Bulletin. 

We  are  pleased  to  report  that  Cyn- 
thia Taylor  has  been  appointed  the  new 
Friends  Bulletin  representative  for  Inter- 
mountain Yearly  Meeting.  We  are  await- 
ing the  approval  of  a new  representative 
from  PYM. 

A book  review  editor  is  still  needed, 
as  well  as  an  expert  on  Fox  Pro.  Please 
contact  the  editor  if  you  have  any  exper- 
tise in  these  areas,  and  feel  a leading  to 
serve. 

The  editor  also  would  like  to  ex- 
press his  appreciation  for  the  services  of 
Burton  Mitchell,  Anna  Mei  Ying  Kee, 
and  Holly  Lapp,  who  have  cheerfully  vol- 
unteered to  do  the  mailings  for  the  past 
several  months.  What  a blessing  you  all 
are!  □ 


[Memorial 


Elizabeth  J.  Stewart 

If  ever  there  was  a seeker,  it  was  Eliza- 
beth J.  Stewart,  a member  of  Pima 
Meeting.  Commonly  known  as  BJ,  she 
was  born  in  Galveston,  Texas  in  1928, 
and  died  in  Tucson,  April  23,  1997,  at 
the  age  of  69. 

BJ’s  search  was  lifelong,  constant 
and  sometimes  anguishing.  It  had  two 
aims:  to  discover  and  to  use  her  own 
particular  talents,  and  to  find  a concept 
of  God  that  would  not  insult  her  intelli- 
gence. Pima  Friends  frequently  heard 
her  refer  to  God  as  “the  Summit.”  A 
Protestant  Sunday  School  attender  as  a 
child,  she  later  sampled  many  churches. 
At  some  point  she  converted  to  Catholi- 
cism and  opted  to  become  a nun,  but 
dropped  out  at  the  end  of  her  novitiate, 
because  she  felt  the  order  of  her  choice 
discouraged  intellectual  curiosity.  Ar- 
riving in  Tucson  in  the  early  eighties, 
she  joined  the  Metropolitan  Community 
Church.  Shortly  thereafter  she  and  half 
a dozen  other  women  seceded,  and  tried 
to  set  up  a worship  group  of  their  own, 
but  found  they  had  no  central  belief  in 
common.  Early  in  the  Sanctuary  Move- 
ment she  followed  a friend  into  Quak- 
erism and  stayed  there. 

Her  strongest  meeting  involve- 
ment was  in  a midweek  discussion 
group,  where  her  enthusiasm  for  lan- 
guage often  guided  discussion  to  word 
derivations  and  to  accompanying  histor- 
ical/Biblical  information,  thereby  open- 
ing new  worlds  to  others.  BJ  was  gen- 
erous in  offering  her  computer  skills  to 
Friends,  especially  in  the  Sanctuary 
Movement. 

At  one  time  BJ  thought  of  a career 
in  music,  then  turned  to  writing  verse. 
Her  first  poems  were  imitative,  but  she 
found  the  courage  to  express  her  own 
thoughts  and  feelings,  then  discovered 
that  prose  came  to  her  naturally.  She 
began  writing  fiction  for  children — a 
form  that  requires  both  sensitivity  and 
technique.  When  she  left  us  she  had 
two  excellent  books  in  print,  and  one  in 
production. 

In  middle  age  she  met  and  married 
Benjamin  Stewart,  a gifted  actor,  whose 


talents,  concerns  and  outlook  comple- 
mented her  own.  BJ  is  survived  by  her 
husband  Benjamin,  her  daughter  Diana 
Denton,  two  granddaughters  Lara  and 
Thea  Denton,  her  mother  Elizabeth  Ann 
Jones,  a brother  William  Jones,  and  a 
sister  Carol  Carrie.  □ 


Lois  Rhoades  Kulsar 


Lois  Rhoades,  a native  Californian  and 
resident  of  Palo  Alto  from  1960  to 
1986,  died  at  her  home  in  Santa  Fe,  New 
Mexico,  September  10,  1996,  from  can- 
cer. She  had  moved  to  Santa  Fe  in  1986. 
Lois  was  formerly  married  to  John  Kul- 
sar, a Lutheran  minister,  who  died  in 
1991. 

A graduate  of  Chapman  College  in 
Southern  California  where  she  majored  in 
music,  Lois’s  life  became  a musical  story. 
During  her  Palo  Alto  years,  she  had  many 
voice  students  and  directed  small  vocal 
ensembles,  while  raising  her  daughters 
Cheryl,  Janice,  Karin,  and  Megan. 

We  were  fortunate  to  have  Lois  in 
our  Meeting.  She  became  a member  in 
1974.  We  knew  her  as  Lois  Kulsar.  She 
was  an  accompanist  for  Sunday  morning 
sings  before  Meeting  for  Worship  as  well 
as  at  many  gatherings,  including  events  at 
Ben  Lomond  Quaker  Center.  Among  her 
students  was  the  late  Eugenia  Sorensen,  a 
long-time  member  of  our  Meeting. 

In  Santa  Fe,  Lois  was  accompanist 
for  the  Santa  Fe  Women’s  Ensemble,  as 
well  as  for  a voice  studio,  a church  choir, 
and  several  musical  theater  productions. 
She  taught  performance  classes,  and 
through  the  Santa  Fe  Community  College, 
she  was  musical  director  and  taught  chil- 
dren’s classes  for  the  musical  Oliver  and 
worked  with  the  Opera  in  Schools  pro- 
gram. 

More  than  250  of  her  Santa  Fe  mu- 
sic students  and  friends  presented  a musi- 
cal tribute  to  her  life  on  February  16, 
celebrating  the  spirit,  creative  energy,  and 
practical  help  she  had  given  to  the  arts 
community. 

During  her  illness,  Lois  was  cared 
for  at  home  by  her  daughters  Karin  and 
Janice.  She  was  preceded  in  death  by  her 
daughter  Megan,  who  died  in  1978. 

(“Memorial  Minutes,  ” continued  on  page  16) 
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("Memorial  Minutes, " continued  from  page  15) 

A memorial  meeting  for  worship 
was  held  at  Palo  Alto  Friends  Meeting  on 
October  27,  1996. 

Ralph  Edward  Sullivan 

Ralph  Edward  Sullivan,  48,  died 
September  6,  1997,  in  Phoenix,  Ari- 
zona. An  attender  of  Phoenix  Friends 
Meeting,  Ralph  will  be  remembered  for 
his  quiet  strength,  wisdom,  and  humor  as 
he  sought  to  live  his  life  with  integrity  in 
the  light  of  the  eternal  spirit. 

Ralph  knew  that  he  was  to  touch  our 
lives  through  environmental  work  and  as 
he  worked  to  “create  our  future  through 
our  children.”  He  had  a vision  to  “save  a 
stream”  and  did  so  through  his  steady 
work  at  the  Hassayampa  River  Project. 
He  participated  in  founding  the  Desert 
Foothills  Landtrust.  He  has  passed  these 
visions  on  to  the  children  who  people  the 
life  of  his  five-year-old  daughter  Saman- 
tha. Ralph’s  kindness,  gentleness,  toler- 
ance, common  sesne  and  spirit-centered 
capacity  for  great  love  will  live  on 
through  all  those  whose  lives  he  has 
touched. 

Ralph’s  work  will  also  live  on 
through  the  work  of  his  wife  Jaimie 
Leopold  and  through  all  Friends  as  we 
bring  to  light  the  “meaning  of  work — 
improving  oneself  in  a personal  way, 
helping  people  in  need,  making  changes 
of  a positive  value  for  a better  society, 
creating  and  enhancing  beauty.” 

A final  poem  quoted  in  Ralph’s 
journal  is  shared  for  those  of  us  who  will 
continue  in  this  world. 

/ asked  God  for  strength  that  1 might 
achieve. 

I was  made  weak,  that  I might, 
humbly,  to  obey. 

/ asked  for  health  that  I might  do 
greater  things. 

I was  given  infirmity  that  I might  do 
better  things. 

/ asked  for  riches,  that  I might  be 
happy. 

1 was  given  poverty,  that  I might  be 
wise. 

I asked  for  all  things  that  I might 
enjoy  all  things. 

/ got  nothing  / asked  for  but  every- 
thing I hoped  for. 

Almost  despite  myself,  my  unspoken 
prayers  were  answered.. 

I am  among  all  men,  most  richly 
blessed.  □ 


Book  Reviews 

The  House  at  Otowi  Bridge  (Univ. 
of  New  Mexico  Press,  1990)  by  Peggy 
Pond  Church  is  one  of  several  books 
that  I continue  to  recommend  to  en- 
hance one’s  spiritual  life  and  to  deepen 
wisdom.  In  this  book  Peggy  Pond 
Church,  a Quaker  and  mother  of  our 
own  Ted  Church  of  Intermountain 
Yearly  Meeting,  tells  the  life  story  of 
Edith  Warner  who,  because  of  ill  health, 
moved  to  New  Mexico  to  manage  rail- 
road affairs  at  a remote  railroad  siding. 
Here  she  discovers  special  friendship 
with  San  Ildefonso  Indians  and  also  the 
intellectual  geniuses  of  the  Los  Alamos 
scientists.  Peggy  quotes  generously 
from  Edith  Warner’s  descriptive  and 
discerning  journals,  so  expressive  of  her 
open,  searching  spirit. 

Peggy  Pond  Church,  a distin- 
guished and  recognized  New  Mexico 
poet,  truly  comes  to  life  in  a book  of  her 
selected  poetry  entitled  This  Dancing 
Ground  of  Sky  (Red  Crane  Books,  Santa 
Fe,  New  Mexico,  1993).  The  introduc- 
tion by  Shelly  Armitage  provides  a su- 
perb review,  both  scholarly  and  spiri- 
tual, reflecting  Peggy’s  unusual  intu- 
itive awareness,  her  keen  attention  to 
and  observation  of  nature,  her  sensitiv- 
ity to  interactions  of  living  beings,  espe- 
cially humans,  as  well  as  recognition  of 
her  skill  with  words.  Her  spirituality 
calls  out  to  fellow  seekers. 

For  this  aged  woman,  her  poem 
carries  (alas!)  deep  meaning  and  I quote 
one  stanza: 

/ do  not  dream  of  love  anymore, 
only  sometimes  of  death  in  deep 
waters. 

What  will  it  seem  like,  I wonder, 
not  to  waken  ? 

The  world  will  go  on,  / know — 
summer  and  winter, 
morning  and  evening, 
birds  coming  back  in  spring, 
the  rivers  carving  valleys 
and  filling  them  up  again, 
seas  rising  and  falling. 

But  what  when  the  eye  does  not 

wake 

to  see  or  the  heart  to  sing  it? 

In  memory  of  our  Quaker  poets  we 
shall  see  and  we  shall  sing.  Right? 

— Arline  Hobson,  Pima  Meeting 

A Door  Ajar  by  Alix  Taylor.  $11.95 
White  Wolf  Press,  PO  Box  52071,  Palo 
Alto  CA  94303.  Reviewed  by  George 
Heaton.  Palo  Alto  Meeting. 

The  plot  is  familiar,  as  indeed  it 
should  be,  for  many  of  us  live  it,  albeit 


lacking  the  intensity  here  related.  A per- 
son is  brought  up  in  one  of  the  main  line 
religions,  becomes  dissatisfied,  searches 
for  something  more  meaningful,  and  so 
enters  the  spiritual  path.  And  yet  it  is  a 
story  that  never  tires,  for  it  is  one  of 
infinite  variety,  often  moving  in  its  de- 
tails, and  validating  the  uniqueness  of  our 
own  individual  experience. 

My  first  meeting  with  Alix  Taylor 
was  in  the  round  room  of  the  Stanford 
Memorial  Church  where  I had  organized 
a meeting.  Its  purpose  was  to  discuss  the 
work  of  Franklin  Merrell  Wolff,  a 
philosopher  and  mystic  who  has  influ- 
enced me  greatly.  Subsequently  we  have 
met  a number  of  times,  usually  in  Lone 
Pine  California,  at  the  annual  convention 
celebrating  Dr  Wolffs  enlightenment.  I 
had  gathered  that  Alix  was  of  French 
origin,  had  lived  in  Lone  Pine  and  been  a 
student  of  Dr  Wolffs,  but  it  was  as  if  I 
had  had  but  a small  scrap  of  parchment, 
and  the  book  now  presented  me  with  the 
full  codex. 

It  is  a story  of  suffering,  even 
tragedy,  punctuated  with  briefer  episodes 
of  transcendent  joy  and  psychic  powers. 
At  times  an  inner  voice  would  speak, 
giving  advice  which  seemed  reckless,  and 
yet  invariably  proved  correct.  It  was  illu- 
minating to  read  the  difficult  process  by 
which  she  chose  to  leave  her  husband  and 
follow  the  calling  of  her  heart.  And  it  was 
precisely  this  decision,  that  by  a chain  of 
unforeseen  events,  led  her  to  Dr  Wolff, 
her  final  mentor. 

Alix  Taylor  now  lives  in  Palo  Alto, 
where  she  teaches  meditation.  □ 
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The  AFSC  Book  Store 


We  offer  an  outstanding  selection  of 
books  on  multicultural  and  peace 
topics,  including  bilingual  and  Span- 
ish books.  We  also  carry  a unique 
and  varied  selection  of  books  about 
social  justice,  Quakers,  peace,  con- 
flict resolution,  women’s  and  men’s 
studies,  African-Americans,  the 
Middle  East,  Asia  and  Pacific,  Latin 
America,  and  many  other  topics. 
Write  or  call  for  booklists.  You  may 
order  by  mail  or  phone.  We  will 
special  order  books  at  your  request. 
Ask  about  having  books  to  sell  at 
your  events. 

AFSC  Bookstore 
980  North  Fair  Oaks 
Pasadena,  CA  91103 
818-791-1978,  ext.  123 
Fax:  818-791-2205 
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From  Our  Readers 

Dear  Editor: 

Inspired  by  Tom  Crumpacker’s  arti- 
cle “A  Peace  Pilgrimage  to  Havana” 
(Oct.  1997),  I wanted  to  share  with 
Friends  our  First  day  School’s  experience 
in  reaching  out  to  Cuba — and  the  amaz- 
ing response  we’ve  received  in  return! 

Several  months  ago,  when  the  Pima 
Meeting’s  First  Day  School  was  looking 
for  service  project  for  the  children,  we 
learned  of  the  Pastors  for  Peace  Caravan 
for  the  Children  of  Cuba.  In  May  of 
1997  the  Caravan  would  be  delivering 
much  needed  school  and  medical  sup- 
plies, as  well  as  clothing,  toys  and  games. 

Our  class,  which  consisted  of  a 
handful  of  second  and  third  graders, 
learned  about  Cuba  and  the  US  blockade, 
saw  a slide  presentation  by  the  Pastors 
for  Peace,  and  collected  the  items  sug- 
gested clothing,  fabric,  games,  school 
supplies,  etc.  Along  with  these  items,  the 
children  drew  pictures  of  the  desert  and 
wrote  brief  notes  conveying  their  concern 
for  and  interest  in  the  children  of  Cuba. 
We  hoped  the  notes  might  make  it  to  a 
class  or  church  that  would  actually  re- 
spond. 

The  first  responses  arrived  in  mid- 
July.  To  date,  we  have  received  about 
300  letters — from  children  and  adults  in 
every  city  and  village  in  Cuba!  Some- 
how, our  kids’  notes  were  published  on 
the  children’s  page  of  a national  newspa- 
per (we  found  this  out  from  the  letters 
themselves,  much  to  our  complete 
amazement).  The  article,  entitled  “A  Gift 
for  You,”  explained  how  the  Caravan 
brought  not  only  material  supplies,  but 
also  letters  from  northamerican  children 
interested  in  learning  about  life  in  Cuba, 
and  encouraged  Cuban  children  to  re- 
spond. 

We  at  the  Pima  Friends  Meeting 
feel  this  is  a tremendous  opportunity  to 
build  a bridge  of  peace  and  Light  across 
a gap  of  political  darkness  and  silence. 
Since  we  are  a small  group,  we  are  asking 
for  help  from  Friends  and  others  who 
share  our  concern  for  the  Cuban  people. 
Not  everyone  can  make  a ‘pilgrimage’  in 
person  to  Havana,  but  almost  everyone 
could  write  a letter  and  start  a friendship. 

Groups  and  First  Day  Schools  inter- 
ested in  taking  on  some  penpals  as  an 
ongoing  project  may  also  be  interested  in 
a wonderful  video  and  booklet 

produced  by  the  Bruderhof  children 
who  traveled  on  the  Caravan. 

To  receive  a letter,  please  send  a 


stamped  self-addressed  envelope  to: 

Judy  Holdaway/LETTERS 

Pima  Friends  Meeting 

931  N.  Fifth  Ave. 

Tucson,  AZ  85705-7723 
For  several  letters,  send  a large,  self- 
addressed  manila  envelope  with  appro- 
priate postage. 

Please  note:  Almost  all  letters  are  in 
Spanish.  While  it  seems  like  many 
Cubans  learn  some  English  and  might 
be  able  to  understand  a letter  in  English, 
the  letters  we  send  you  would  probably 
be  in  Spanish. 

Also,  postage  to  Cuba  is  $.60 — 
$1.00  for  a letter.  Sending  packages, 
money  or  stamps  is  illegal  according  to 
US  law. 

I look  forward  to  your  responses. 
Thanks  a lot! 

— Judy  Holdaway,  Pima  Meeting 
Dear  Editor, 

Congratulations  on  your  May  1997 
issue  on  McCarthyism.  I am  indeed  sur- 
prised to  learn  that  McCarthyism  still 
persists  in  the  USA. 

In  the  early  50’ s,  I was  appearing 
before  the  Ph.D.  Committee  at  Berke- 
ley. I was  afraid  that  I might  be  asked  to 
sign  the  loyalty  oath  which  I was  not 
inclined  to  do  as  I owe  no  loyalty  to  any 
man-made  institutions.  As  a foreigner,  I 
did  not  have  to  sign.  I was  not  a Friend 
then.  Gandhi’s  influence  enjoined  us  to 
resist  authority  when  abused. 

— Assiz  Pabaney,  Bombay  (India)  Wor- 
ship Group. 

Dear  Editor: 

I am  dismayed  to  see  a list  of 
individuals  who  died  in  January  trying 
to  (illegally)  cross  the  U.S-Mexico  bor- 
der in  January  of  1997  in  the  Memorial 
Minutes  (Oct.  1997),  and  wonder  what 
thought  process  lead  you  to  include  this 
information  in  this  part  of  the  publica- 
tion. 

It  seems  to  me  that  Memorial  Min- 
utes have  traditionally  been  used  to 
summarize  the  lives  of  Friends  who  are 
members  of  or  important  to  Pacific 
Yearly  Meeting.  There  is  no  biographi- 
cal information  on  any  of  these  people, 
and  I assume  that  none  of  them  were 
members  or  attenders  of  PYM.  Further- 
more, I doubt  that  any  members  of 
PYM  even  knew  or  were  acquainted 
with  any  of  the  listed  individuals.  (For 
example,  who  of  us  can  say  we  knew 
“unidentified  woman”or  “unidentified 
man”?) 

Why,  therefore,  is  it  appropriate  to 
include  this  list  in  our  Memorial  Min- 


utes page?  I realize  doing  so  underscores 
the  information  presented  by  Roberto 
Martinez  in  the  insert  in  the  Friends  Bul- 
letin, but  we  must  ask  whether  it  is  appro- 
priate to  use  the  Memorial  Minutes  corner 
to  achieve  political  or  social  agendas.  I 
rather  think  it  is  not. 

Friends  Bulletin  is  most  definitely 
an  appropriate  place  to  discuss  border 
issues.  Operation  Gatekeeper,  and  illegal 
immigration.  However,  I think  it  is  not 
appropriate  to  discuss  these  issues  in  the 
Memorial  Minutes  unless  the  individuals 
are  important  to  members  of  PYM,  and 
we  can  provide  some  significant  bio- 
graphical material  about  each  person 
memorialized.  In  the  future,  let’s  keep 
political  and  social  agendas  off  the 
Memorial  Minutes  page. 

— Ken  Bloomer,  La  Jolla  Monthly  Meet- 
ing 

r 

From  Mindy  Theisman, 
COVER  artist: 

“I  drew  the  [cover]  portrait  from 
a photograph  which  I took  for  my 
photography  class  in  high  school.  I 
was  inspired  to  photograph  Catharine 
Noel  because  she  is  an  incredible 
spiritual  role  model  for  me.  I began 
attending  Quaker  meeting  when  I was 
in  eighth  grade,  when  I was  bom- 
barded with  differing  influences 
about  religion,  and  like  most 
teenagers,  was  very  confused. 
Catharine  Noel  took  time  to  talk  with 
me  honestly  about  what  spirituality 
and  Quakerism  meant  to  her,  and 
really  led  me  to  think  seriously  about 
my  beliefs.  She  is  an  idealist,  and 
tries  to  live  her  life  in  the  spirit. 

“I  took  the  photograph  from  be- 
low as  a suggestion  from  her,  and  I 
situated  her  facing  the  sunlight  so 
that  she  is  looking  in  the  direction  of 
the  “light,”  and  the  details  of  her 
weathered  face,  which  is  beautiful, 
can  be  seen.  The  photograph  itself  is 
an  8x10  black  and  white  portrait 
which  has  won  national  recognition. 
The  drawing  was  done  soon  after- 
wards, working  from  the  photo, 
done  in  pencil,  and  has  also  won 
recognition,  and  now  is  being  sold 
as  limited  edition  prints.”  □ 
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(“Epistle,”  continued  from  page  20) 
define  ourselves  in  several  areas.  We 
searched  for  unity  on  whether  to  write  a 
Faith  and  Practice  and  find  a new  loca- 
tion. How  to  finance  diverse  projects  and 
maintain  a simple,  spiritual  annual  gath- 
ering provided  special  areas  for  discus- 
sion. We  recognized  our  need  to  set 
priorities  and  began  the  process  of  vi- 
sioning what  we  want  our  Yearly  Meet- 
ing to  become  become.  We  note  Friends’ 
tension  with  this  growth  and  change  and 
accept  this  tension  as  normal  during  the 
initial  part  of  the  process.  We  hold  our- 
selves in  the  Light  and  ask  others  to  Join 
us. 

Interest  group  topics  ranged  from 
two  Quakers’  views  on  abortion  to  U.S.- 
Mexico  border  problems.  Outdoor 


worship-sharing  enjoyed  wonderful 
weather  and  remains  a time  for  deep 
spiritual  growth.  Mealtimes  provided 
additional  opportunities  for  focused 
discussion  of  specific  issues.  We  re- 
joiced in  our  intergenerational  creative 
expression  as  we  sang,  danced,  sewed 
dolls,  and  presented  skits,  poetry, 
prose,  and  mime.  We  renewed  and  de- 
veloped new  valued  friendships  with 
diverse,  widely  separated  Friends 
while  we  registered,  over  meals,  and 
during  all  possible  free  time. 

— Submitted  on  behalf  of  IMYM  by 
Kate  Tildeley,  Patrick  Mueller,  Ross 
Worley,  Leslie  Stephens,  Glen  Trostle, 
and  Mary  Hardin,  Convenor. 


(“Joint  Service  Project,”  continued  from  p.  20) 
local  orchard,  and  painted  murals  in  the 
bathrooms  of  the  Head  Start  school 
room. 

“CMS  had  been  extensively  remod- 
eled following  a major  addition  to  the 
existing  structure.  We  helped  begin  this 
last  year  when  our  project  involved  the 
removal  of  an  adjacent  house  and  clear- 
ing the  lot  for  the  expansion.  We  expect 
to  return  next  year. 

“There  were  21  participants  on  the 
Palisade  project — 8 adults  and  13  youth. 
During  1997  we  did  six  projects  with  a 
total  of  99  participants.  We  also  did  pro- 
jects in  Mexico,  at  the  Dakota  reservation, 
at  the  Hopi-Navajo  reservation,  and 
among  the  Hmong  people  in  Northern 
California.”  □ 


JAncC!Naw  y\.  y/orcCfrom 
your  JArcfitvist,.,. 

^^I^^he  September  issue  was  inadvertently  numbered  as  Volume  65, 
/ Number  1 1,  when  it  should  have  been  Volume  66,  Number  1.  Even 
though  the  subscription  year  for  Friends  Bulletin  runs  from  January 
through  December,  the  magazine  is  numbered  from  September  through  July, 
for  reasons  that  are  obscure,  as  your  dogged  Archivist  learned  when  he 
started  going  through  the  FB  files  at  Whittier  College. 

To  be  historically  accurate,  the  volume  number  should  probably  be  68, 
not  65,  since  the  first  edition  of  FB  was  published  in  January,  1929  (see  FB, 
June  1997,  for  a facsimile  of  the  title  page).  As  the  opening  paragraph  makes 
clear,  FB  was  the  brain  child  of  Anna  Brinton. 

To  complicate  matters  further,  the  1985  edition  of  PYM’s  Faith  and 
Practice  erroneously  states  that  FB  “began  in  1932.. .as  a mimeographed 
newsletter  edited  by  Arthur  Heeb...The  first  printed  edition,  dated  January 
1934,  was  edited  by  Howard  Brinton...”  (p.  81-82).  Actually,  Heeb  (of  Los 
Gatos)  and  Peter  Gulbrandsen  (of  Berkeley  Meeting)  began  editing  the 
magazine  in  1929.  (And  these  early  editions  were  printed,  not 
mimeographed!)  1934  is  sometimes  regarded  as  the  beginning  date  for  FB 
because  it  was  the  also  the  beginning  of  the  Pacific  Coast  Association,  the 
forerunner  of  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting. 

However,  the  current  volume  numbering  suggests  that  FB  began  in 
1932,  not  1934.  The  reason  for  this  may  be  that  in  1956,  FB  had  two  volume 
years,  Vol.  23  (dating  from  January — May)  and  Vol.  24  (from  June  through 
December).  Perhaps  some  Friend  with  an  historical  memory  can  explain 
why. 

In  1963,  the  beginning  of  volume  year  was  changed  to  September  rather 
than  January  (which  is  the  beginning  of  the  subscription  year.)  Again,  it 
would  be  interesting  to  learn  why  this  change  occurred. 

Depending  on  whether  or  not  you  count  Anna’s  unacknowledged  effort 
in  1929  as  FB's  inception,  1999  or  2004  will  be  our  seventieth  anniver- 
sary— The  Archivist. 


Announcements 


Executive  Director  of  Casa  de  los  Ami- 
gos. We  seek  an  individual  to  direct  the  service 
projects  and  community  of  hospitality  at  Mex- 
ico City  Friends  Center,  beginning  in  March 
1998.  Requirements:  Spanish  and  English  flu- 
ency, Quaker  familiarity,  experience  in  leader- 
ship and  administration,  3-year  commitment. 
Benefits  include  Mexico-level  professional 
salary  and  travel  support.  Contact  Tobin  Marsh, 
Ignacio  Mariscal  132,  06030  Mexico,  DF;  tel. 
(525)  705  0521,  fax  705  0771;  ami- 
gos® laneta.apc.org. 

Southern  California  Quarterly  Meet- 
ing is  planning  something  new  this  year.  Min- 
istry and  Counsel  of  the  Quarter  has  envisioned 
a whole  new  way  to  go  about  Quarterly  Meet- 
ing. Ministry  and  Counsel  has  teamed  up  with 
the  Quaker  Spiritual  Quest  Committee  to  plan  a 
theme  which  would  encompass  the  whole  year. 
This  theme  would  be  visited  at  each  of  the  three 
Quarterly  Meetings  during  the  year. 

The  actual  Quarterly  Meetings  themselves 
would  also  be  different.  Instead  of  lasting  one 
day  with  committee  meetings  squeezed  in  when- 
ever possible,  the  Meeting  will  last  two  full  days 
with  time  for  committee  meetings  as  well  as 
time  to  focus  on  the  central  theme. 

The  theme  for  this  year  is  “The  Experi- 
enced Light.  What  is?  An  event?  A condition? 
A gift  from  God?  A state  we  can  nurture?” 
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Ad.vertisemeri.ts 

QUAKER 
HERITAGE 
SHOWCASE 
Gift  items  for  personal 
I'  use  or  leadership 
recognition,  banquet 
deco,  favors,  mugs,  dolls, 
ceramics,  wood  products, 
and  more.  FREE 
BROCHURE.  Quaker 
Heritage  Showcase, 

10711  N Kittatinny,  Tucson,  AZ 
85737.  1-800-327-2446. 


JOHN  WOOLMAN 
SCHOOI<.  Only  West  Coast 
Friends  second-ary  boarding 
school!  Simple  rural  living,  small 
classes,  work  program,  loving 
community.  John  Woolman  School, 
13075  Woolman  Lane,  Nevada 
City,  CA  95959,  (916)  273-3183. 


Quaker  Writers/Artists — is  your 
work  among  The  Best  of  Friends?  This 
anthology,  sponsored  by  the  Fellow- 
ship of  Quakers  in  the  Arts,  will  be 
published  in  Spring  1998.  Categories: 
fiction,  non-fiction,  poetry,  cartoons, 
line  drawings;  awards  in  each  category. 
Deadline:  January  1,  1998,  To  enter, 
FIRST  read  the  complete  Guidelines. 
Send  a SASE  to  Kimo  Press,  P.O.  Box 
82,  Bellefonte  PA  16823.  E-mail: 
fqa@quak§r.org 


POSITION  VACANT:  ENJOY 
RENT-FREE  LIVING!  The  Care- 
taker Gazette  publishes  80-f-  property/ 
caretaking-housesitting  jobs  each  issue, 
world- wide.  $24/year.  1845  Deane-FB, 
Pullman,  WA  99163-3509.  509-332-0806 


Resident(s)  wanted  to  share  in 
THE  LIFE  OF  A VITAL  75+  MEMBER 

Meeting.  Located  half  an  hour  from 
the  ocean  and  redwoods,  and  an  hour 
north  of  San  Francisco.  Please  address 
inquiries  to:  Resident  Committee,  Red- 
wood Forest  Meeting.  P.O.  Box  1981, 
Santa  Rosa,  California.  95402 


We  are  a fellowship  seeking  to 

ENRICH  AND  EXPAND  OUR  SPIRITUAL 
EXPERIENCE.  We  seek  to  obey  the 
promptings  of  the  Spirit,  however  named. 
We  meet,  publish,  correspond.  Inquiries 
welcome!  Write:  Quaker  Universalist 
Fellowship,  206  Shady  Lane,  Lexington 
KY  40503  or  e-mail  rjml@pop.uky.edu 

All  ads  must  be  consistent  with  beliefs 
and  testimonies  of  Friends.  $ .40  per 
word.  Minimum  charge,  $8.  Add  10% 
if  boxed.  Ads  should  be  prepaid,  if 
possible.  Send  for  information  sheet 
prices  for  display  ads  and  requirements. 
Deadline:  30  days  prior  to  publication. 
Publishing  of  advertisements  does  not 
imply  endorsement  by  Friends  Bulletin. 


Vita.1  Sta.tistics 


New  Members/Transfers 

• Peter  Klement,  Strawberry  Creek  Meeting 

• Rachel  Findley,  transfer  from  Princeton  to 
Strawberry  Creek 

• Carolyna  Marks,  Strawberry  Creek 

• Kathy  Berry,  Strawberry  Creek 

• Richard  Barchfield,  Pima  Meeting 

• Henry  Skinner,  Honolulu 

• Dave  Slocum,  Honolulu 

• Alice  and  Tom  Daniel,  transfer  from 
Honolulu  to  Big  Island 

• Rose  Everly,  transfer  from  Honolulu  to  Big 
Island 

• Sharon  Wheeler  Gerish,  transfer  from 
Honolulu  to  Big  Island 

• Beulah,  Canaan,  and  Wesley  Hadley-Voth, 
transfer  from  Honolulu  to  Big  Island 

• John  Week,  transfer  from  Honolulu  to  Big 
Island 

• Juliet  Mishkit,  Santa  Monica  Meeting 

• Rebecca  Tillberg,  transfer  to  Santa  Monica 
Meeting 

• Dina  Trageser,  Eugene  Meeting 

• Lisa  Ratto,  San  Jose  Meeting 

Marriages/Unions 

• Lynne  Bird  and  Peter  D’Angelo,  Sept.  13, 
Strawberry  Creek 

• Mary  Gilmore  and  Jon  Slotta,  Mountain 
View  Meeting 

• Sandra  Marissa  Caldeira  married  to  Nell 
Lougene  (“Genie”)  Stowers 

Deaths 

• MaryLynneYamada,  Corvallis  Meeting 

• Jack  Emerson,  Fresno  Meeting 

• Gladys  Rich,  Visalia  Meeting 

• Diana  Forsythe,  Palo  Alto,  Aug.  14 


November 


6-9  “Sacred  Energy:  Spiritual  Traditions  and  Quantum  Evolution.”  Call  Kundalini  Research  Network,  T.  Madona  Center, 
Watsonville,  CAr  Contact:  Jean  Roberts  (408)  257-6241 
14-16  Annual  Silent  Retreat  led  by  Eve  Forrest.  Ben  Lomond  Quaker  Center. 

22  AFSC  Crafts  Fair,  10:00  a.m.-4:00  p.m.  at  980  Fair  Oaks,  Pasadena.  For  more  info,  contact  Claire  Gorfinkel  (818)  791-8715. 
December 

Dec.  27-  Jan.  1 Year  End  Retreat  at  Ben  Lomond  Quaker  Center. 

January 

Jan.  31 -Feb.  1-  “Spirituality  of  Work.”  Larry  Gaffin.  Ben  Lomond  Quaker  Center. 
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Dear  Friends  Everywhere.... 


Epistle  from  the  Twenty-Third 
Annual  Meeting 

of  Intermountain  Yearly  Meeting 
of  the  Religious  Society  of  Friends 
Sixth  Month  18-22, 1997 

of  us  had  arrived  in  Durango, 
Colorado,  by  the  Fourth  Day  evening.  We 
looked  forward  to  five  days  of  spiritual 
fulfillment  together.  Our  theme  was 
“Where  Do  We  Witness  for  Peace?” 
Stephen  Collett,  Director  of  the  Quaker 
United  Nations  Office  (QUNO)  since  1986, 
was  our  keynote  speaker.  He  described  how 
Quaker  House,  near  the  United  Nations, 
serves  as  a safe  place  for  dialog  among 
disparate  parties.  There,  governments  are 
helped  to  understanding  through  off-the- 
record  discussions.  Consensus  is  used  as  a 
tool  for  such  things  as  international  peace- 
building, U.N.  budgeting,  and  world  con- 


ferences. Complete  consensus  is  not  al- 
ways reached,  but  unity  and  U.N.  ma- 
jority opinions  lend  weight  to  solving 
world  differences.  Individual  govern- 
ments are  introduced  to  international 
ideas,  gently  and  slowly  weaning  them 
from  national  sovereignty. 

There  were  many,  many  things  to 
do  and  we  found  we  couldn’t  do  them 
all.  Choices  offered  us  opportunities  as 
well  as  conflicts.  Some  of  us  felt  the 
need  for  more  free  time  for  fellowship. 
Senior  Young  Friends  expressed  a con- 
cern with  the  apparent  lack  of  adult 
interest  in,  and  scheduling  conflicts 
with,  intergenerational  worship  sharing. 
However,  this  concern  was  addressed  at 
business  meeting  and  we  were  glad- 
dened to  see  a new  enthusiasm  for  this 
highly  important  time. 

Our  business  meetings  reflected 
changes  we  face  in  a maturing  IMYM. 
This  new  phase  finds  us  attempting  to 
("Epistles,  ” continued  on  page  18) 


Staff  Photo 

IMYM  Friends  Work  On  Banner 


The  banner  is  a hanging  window  cov- 
ering for  the  front  door  of  Child  and 
Migrant  Services,  Inc,  in  Palisade,  Col- 
orado, where  the  IMYM/AFSC  Joint 
Service  Project  has  done  a project  for 
past  three  years. 

Mike  Gray,  the  project  coordina- 
tor, reports: 

“This  year  we  painted  the  deck 
and  steps  in  front,  painted  the 
wheelchair  icons  on  handicapped  park- 
ing spaces  in  the  new  parking  lot, 
planted  a flower  bed  in  the  lot,  and 
built  a memorial  arbor  for  a founding 
member  of  CMS  and  planted  vines  to 
grow  on  it.  We  pulled  weeds  in  the 
Head  Start  playground,  did  some  land- 
scaping around  worker  housing  on  a 
(“Joint  Service  Project”  continued  on  page  18) 
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